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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The Office Action dated 2/15/2005 rejected claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by USPN 6,751 ,960 to Arimitsu et al. {Arimitsu). In the same 
Office Action, claims 8-1 5 were allowed and claims 2-7 were objected to as being 
dependent upon rejected base claim 1, but indicated their allowability if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of base claim 1 and any intervening 
claims. Furthermore, the subject Office Action objected to the specification as 
requiring serial number addition in paragraphs [0001] and [0046]. 

Applicants have amended the specification to add the requested serial 
numbers in compliance with the present objection. 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the allowance of claims 8-15. Applicants 
respectfully request entry of amendments to claims 9 and 12-14 to address certain 
antecedent support issues related to the amended terms. 

Applicants have canceled claims 1-4 and 6 and present new claims 16-19. 
New claims 16-19 correspond as follows to allowable claim combinations set forth in 
the objections to claims 2-7. Claim 16 corresponds to the combination of the 
limitations of canceled claim 1 and canceled claim 2. Claim 17 corresponds to the 
combination of the limitations of canceled claim 1 and canceled claim 3. Claim 18 
corresponds to the combination of the limitations of canceled claim 1 and canceled 
claim 4. And, claim 19 corresponds to the combination of the limitations of canceled 
claim 1 and canceled claim 6. Finally, claims 5 and 7 present amendments to claim 
dependency in accordance with the newly presented claims. 

Based on the above, it is respectfully submitted that all pending claims are in 
a condition for allowance and that same be allowed to proceed to issue. 

By operation of the amendments combining claim limitations resulting in new 
claims 16-1 9, the total independent claim count has risen to six. Applicants 
recognize that this may result in assessment of additional filing fees corresponding 
to three independent claims in excess of three under 37 CFR 1.16(h). However, it is 
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respectfully requested that such charges be waived in this case since presentation 
of three additional independent claims were a mere formality and did not result in 
additional examination corresponding thereto. If, however, such waiver request is 
not granted, such charges are hereby authorized to be debited against General 
Motors Deposit Account Number 070960. 

If the Examiner has any questions regarding the contents of the present 
response, he may contact Applicants' attorney at the phone number appearing 
below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Vincent A. Cichosz\\ 
Registration No. 35,8*4 
Telephone: (248) 676-2798 
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